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Summary and Recommendation:

This paper provides a summary update of key projects relating to the Councils nuclear 
activities specifically the Moorside Project, the North West Coast Connections Project and the 
Governments intentions for the provision of a Geological Disposal Facility (GDF) for higher 
activity radioactive waste. 

1. Members are asked to note the current position in relation to the Moorside Project and the 
North West Coast Connections Project and UK Government’s proposals for the development 
of a GDF.
 

1. The Moorside Project and North West Coast Connections Project

1.1 Members will recall that in May 2017 NuGeneration Ltd announced a pause in the 
development of the Moorside Project to allow for a ‘strategic review’. Following 
completion of the review and the decision by Toshiba to seek a new owner of the 
project, members will be aware from media coverage that KEPCO had been identified 
as the preferred bidder, although final confirmation of the deal is still awaited. 

1.2 On 11th September NuGen issued the following statement:
 

‘For over a year, Toshiba has pursued a sale of NuGen to KEPCO. Due to the prolonged 
time it has taken reach a conclusion, NuGen has undertaken a review of its size and 
scale. An employee consultation process has concluded and on 11th September, NuGen 
staff were informed that owing to the protracted period of time it has taken to secure 
a way forward for the Moorside Project, there would be a phased reduction in the 
headcount within the NuGen organisation. 
This consultation served to identify the posts that will be required to finalise and 
complete a transaction for the sale of NuGen and as a result, the team of over 100 will 
reduce to fewer than 40. NuGen’s retained core team will be focused on securing a sale 
of the NuGen business and supporting Toshiba’s activities.
NuGen’s aim remains to deliver low-carbon, low cost nuclear power at Moorside and 
the company remains committed to delivering this for Cumbria and the UK.’

1.3 Any further updates regarding the status of the company, if available, will be provided 
at the meeting. 

1.4 Members will recall that at the SNEB meeting in March a report outlined the proposal 
and process for establishing a revised National Policy Statement (NPS) for new nuclear 
power station developments post-2025. The NPS sets out the planning framework by 
which Development Consent Order applications will be assessed by the Planning 



Inspectorate and by which developers will need to structure their proposals. At the 
meeting in March, Members agreed to the Council submitting a response to the 
Government’s consultation on the future NPS. 

1.5  The Government has now published its response to the NPS consultation which is 
available by following this link - 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/727628/NPS_Siting_Criteria_Consultation_-
_Government_Response.pdf

1.6 As reported in March the next stage in the process is for developers to consider re-
nominating their sites and to confirm that they are deployable by 2035. NuGeneration 
Ltd has confirmed that it has submitted a re-nomination of the Moorside site. 

1.7 It is still expected that in the autumn the Government will consult on a draft list of sites, 
as part of a consultation on a final draft Nuclear NPS and by autumn 2019 Government 
will publish the final list of potentially suitable sites as part of the final nuclear NPS.

1.8 As a consequence of the Moorside Project pause, work on the North West Coast 
Connections Project remains suspended with no recent activity to report.

1.9 As Members will be aware The New Nuclear Local Authorities Group (NNLAG) is a group 
of local authorities whose boundaries include sites for potential new nuclear power 
stations. Copeland BC has been a member organisation for a number of years. Members 
will recall that Whitehaven has previously hosted the annual conference of NNLAG. The 
Group exists to share experiences and to collectively challenge developers and 
Government around common areas of interest. Attached for information at Appendix A 
is the current work programme of the Group. Specifically the Group is proposing to fund 
and facilitate a longitudinal study of the development construction and impacts of the 
Hinkley Point C power station in Somerset. It is proposed that the study will be carried 
out by an academic organisation or similar over a period of years to track the 
developments and monitor the impacts. Once completed the outcomes of the study will 
be shared amongst the NNLAG members and made available commercially.

2. Geological Disposal Facility

2.1 Members will recall from the previous meeting that Government had launched a 
consultation process (in January) seeking views on two aspects of the Governments 
‘Implementing Geological Disposal’ policy, around ‘Working with Communities’ and the 
‘draft National Policy Statement (NPS) for Geological Disposal Infrastructure’. The 
Council responded to both consultations. 

2.2 As reported previously Government has now carried out an internal scrutiny of the 
proposals to establish a NPS for Geological Disposal Infrastructure.  On Tuesday 10th July, 
the House of Commons Business Energy and Industrial Strategy Committee met to 
receive evidence from interested individuals and organisations relating to the NPS. 
Members may wish to view the proceedings which are available via following the link 
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/8afb00c5-c2b9-4484-b1b5-
448629facf8b?in=09:17:14.
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2.3 On 31st July the BEIS Committee published its report which concluded that the NPS is ‘fit 
for purpose’ but with some additional recommendations. The full report is available at 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmbeis/1092/109202.htm

2.4 It is worth noting that in supporting the NPS, the Committee included a number of 
recommendations/comments;

 We believe that given the nature of the material to be stored in a GDI, safety 
matters should be paramount and be given a greater weight than any other 
criterion.

 We agree with the Government that a site could conceivably be designed in a 
way that would be acceptable to communities, preserve the benefits of 
National Parks and AONBs and avoid any surface facility in conservation areas.

 Any long-term waste management strategy should include waste from new 
nuclear.

 Government work with CoRWM and RWM to strengthen the justification for 
geological disposal in the NPS.

 We recommend that the Government clarifies in the NPS the level of 
uncertainty regarding the inventory and explains to prospective host 
communities how this will affect their right to reject the GDI at any point 
during the siting process.

 For transparency purposes, the Government should clarify in the NPS the level 
of radioactivity that, to its knowledge, waste from the 16 to 18 gigawatt 
electrical new nuclear build programme would add to the total volume of 
radioactivity in the GDI and how that will impact the infrastructure 
requirements of the facility. The Government should also provide details in 
the NPS on the level of radioactivity from new nuclear build waste as a 
proportion of the total level of radioactivity in the GDI.

 The Government should clarify the degree of priority afforded to community 
consent in the NPS in a way that is accessible to a lay audience so as to give 
prospective communities all the tools they need to engage with the siting 
process.

 The Government should refrain from drawing connections between the 
Industrial Strategy and geological disposal in order to justify its policy choices. 
If it wants to maintain the link between the two policies, the Government 
should justify in detail how geological disposal will be integrated within the 
Industrial Strategy framework.

 The Government must clarify in the NPS how the Secretary of State will have 
regard to local skills and employment opportunities when considering 
development consent orders for geological disposal. The Government should 
also place stronger requirements on the developer in the Impacts section of 
the NPS to establish robust local skills partnerships with the host community 
and to rely on local employment and sourcing opportunities.

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmbeis/1092/109202.htm


2.5 The next stage in the process is for BEIS to review the draft NPS for Geological Disposal 
Infrastructure in the light of comments from the Committee and the consultations 
received and prepare a final draft for launch. The date for this is as yet unknown.

2.6 In relation to the ‘Working with Communities’ policy BEIS officials are digesting the 
consultation comments received in April and reviewing the document for potential 
launch at a date still to be determined.


